APPENDIX
Other varieties of malignant disease are present in much
the same proportions as we see them in Britain, the com-
monest by far being carcinoma of the cervix. For this, if
treatable, we usually use radium. In almost all cases we do
" a preliminary laparotomy with excision of the presacral (hypo-
gastric) nerves.1 Cancer of the intestine is rare, tuberculous
disease of the caecum being ten times as frequent in South
India as carcinoma of that portion of the gut. Most of our
large resections of the intestine are for tubercular conditions.
The injuries, especially to limbs, spine, and skull, which
we meet with as a result of falls from trees, are treated in
much the same way as at the larger hospitals in Britain.
Our tendency is more and more to treat fractures with fixa-
tion on the lines indicated by Bohler ;  we often used to wire
or plate even septic compound fractures (for the sake of fixa-
/tion), before Bohler in recent years showed that equally good
• immobility can be obtained by plaster and pins, and without
the introduction of foreign bodies at the site of fracture.
Acute osteomyelitis is common in children, and when
treated by the village medicine-men no doubt many cases
perish ; but in a good few the disease becomes chronic, and
radical sequestrectomy is often called for. Our open-air hos-
pital allows us to treat many of these cases by Wynnett-Orr's
method—but in our hot climate it is difficult to keep bed-bugs
from getting under the plasters and causing unbearable irritation.
Neglect and maltreatment by the village unqualified prac-
titioners cause, as may be imagined, the average of our cases
to be far worse than one sees at home. Tumours are sometimes
allowed to grow to colossal size. I once removed an ovarian
cyst weighing 112 Ib. from a woman who weighed only 88 Ib.
after the operation was finished. She has been very fit ever
since.
On one occasion I removed an ovarian cyst from a woman
who was in one of our private wards.    A few days after-
* wards, I heard the very devil of a row proceeding from her
ward.    Going in to see what was the matter, I found her
family practitioner  (a qualified man,  then in Government
service, I regret to say) cursing and swearing at her and her
husband for having come in to Neyyoor.   This doctor had
been giving her daily injections, at five rupees a time, for
1 See pp. 225-6 for a case of this kind.
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